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This document is the first in a series of Design Commission submit-
tals made in reference to a proposed arena to be located within the 
“Stadium District”.  The general intent of the document is to inventory 
the existing site context, begin a basic synthesis of this information, 
and provide the audience a general understanding of the building 
components that collectively form a prototypical arena.

The site context was investigated to gain an understanding of what 
influences have shaped the place and establish a historic timeline of 
major development.  The variables involved in this research include 
the history of the site, both the natural and built forms adjacent the 
site, a climate analysis and how the city interacts with the site on a 
daily basis.

The synthesis of the context begins to inform how a new arena de-
velopment might stitch itself into the neighborhood, and continue to 
build on a set of paths and nodes that are already established.
Standard Arena Programming dissects a prototypical arena, level by 
level, informing the audience of the many layers, relationships and 
adjacencies considered as an arena is designed on any site.

Subsequent Design Commission submittals will build upon the analy-
sis and synthesis established in this document, and develop a set of 
building design options.
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CONTEXT: LARGE GRAIN | BIG FORM
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CITY LIFE : COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES + VITALITY
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CONTEXT : TRANSPORTATION - RAIL AND FREIGHT
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CONTEXT : TRANSPORTATION -  TRANSIT RAIL, STREETCAR, AND BUS
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CONTEXT : TRANSPORTATION - VEHICLES
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CONTEXT : TRANSPORTATION - PEDESTRIAN + BICYCLE
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RESPONSE TO CLIMATE 
urban design analysis
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HoCkey

NOTE: This graphic depicts a prototypical design of a 
multi-purpose sports arena. It is intended to display 
functions, spaces and circulation within a prototypical 
arena building. It does not represent a design or plan for 
the proposed Seattle Arena. 
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NOTE: This graphic depicts a prototypical design of a 
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arena building. It does not represent a design or plan for 
the proposed Seattle Arena. 
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NOTE: This graphic depicts a prototypical design of a 
multi-purpose sports arena. It is intended to display 
functions, spaces and circulation within a prototypical 
arena building. It does not represent a design or plan for 
the proposed Seattle Arena. 



SEATTLE ARENA
DECEMBER 06, 2012

48

© 2012 THREESIXTY ARCHITECTURE, INC., ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
360 Architecture, Inc. shall be deemed the author and owner of this document, and shall retain all common law, statutory and other reserved rights, including copyrights. Submission or distribution of this document pursuant to WSA Properties III, L.L.C. is not to be construed as 
publication in derogation of the reserved rights of 360 Architecture, Inc. In the event WSA Properties III, L.L.C. uses this document without the express prior written consent of 360 Architecture, Inc., WSA Properties III, L.L.C. releases 360 Architecture, Inc. from all claims and causes of 
action arising from such uses

ConCoUrse

ConCoUrse

375’ -500’  approx.
470’ -640’  approx.

Fan amenities
oUtboard option

Fan amenities
oUtboard option

ConCoUrse leVel

entranCe

entranCe

entranCe
esCalators

entranCe

NOTE: This graphic depicts a prototypical design of a 
multi-purpose sports arena. It is intended to display 
functions, spaces and circulation within a prototypical 
arena building. It does not represent a design or plan for 
the proposed Seattle Arena. 
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arena building. It does not represent a design or plan for 
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multi-purpose sports arena. It is intended to display 
functions, spaces and circulation within a prototypical 
arena building. It does not represent a design or plan for 
the proposed Seattle Arena. 
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NOTE: This graphic depicts a prototypical design of a 
multi-purpose sports arena. It is intended to display 
functions, spaces and circulation within a prototypical 
arena building. It does not represent a design or plan for 
the proposed Seattle Arena. 
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NOTE: This graphic depicts a prototypical design of a 
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functions, spaces and circulation within a prototypical 
arena building. It does not represent a design or plan for 
the proposed Seattle Arena. 
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NOTE: This graphic depicts a prototypical design of a 
multi-purpose sports arena. It is intended to display 
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arena building. It does not represent a design or plan for 
the proposed Seattle Arena. 
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NOTE: This graphic depicts a prototypical design of a 
multi-purpose sports arena. It is intended to display 
functions, spaces and circulation within a prototypical 
arena building. It does not represent a design or plan for 
the proposed Seattle Arena. 
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arena preCedents

NATIONWIDE ARENA  COLUMBUS, OHIOAMERICAN AIRLINES ARENA  MIAMI, FLORIDA

PEPSI CENTER  DENvER, COLORADO

STOCKTON ARENA STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA 

FEDEx FORUM  MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

TIME WARNER CABLE ARENA   CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA

CONSECO FIELDHOUSE  INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANAvERIzON CENTER  WASHINgTON D.C.
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overall sqUare footage

basic “footPrint” Dim’s.

Design geometry

PUblic concoUrses

Private sUite concoUrses

Private clUb concoUrses

# rows - lower bowl (@ cl)

# rows - miDDle bowl (@ cl)

# rows - UPPer bowl (at cl)

# rows - UPPer bowl (at enD zone)

SEAT COuNT

total basketball

% of seats UPPer Deck

% of seats lower bowl  
(inclUDing clUb & sUite seats)

740,000

425 x 487 (168,990 SF footprint)

BB

2

2

0

18500

47%

53%

UPPer concoUrse

main concoUrse

clUb/sUite level

event level

sUite level

at&t center
 SAN ANTONIO, TExAS

39
7’

-0
”

30’-0” 680’-0”

N

42
5’

-0
”

487’-0”
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overall sqUare footage

basic “footPrint” Dim’s.

Design geometry

PUblic concoUrses

Private sUite concoUrses

Private clUb concoUrses

# rows - lower bowl (@ cl)

# rows - miDDle bowl (@ cl)

# rows - UPPer bowl (at cl)

# rows - UPPer bowl (at enD zone)

SEAT COuNT

total basketball

% of seats UPPer Deck

% of seats lower bowl  
(inclUDing clUb & sUite seats)

805,850 SF

485 x 560 (157,068 footprint)

BB

2

2

21

11

23

18,200

47%

53%

UPPer concoUrse

main concoUrse

event level

sUite level

feDex forUm
MEMPHIS, TENESSEE

39
7’

-0
”

PrACTICE 
FACIlITy

30’-0” 680’-0”

N

48
5’

-0
”

560’-0”
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overall sqUare footage

basic “footPrint” Dim’s.

Design geometry

PUblic concoUrses

Private sUite concoUrses

Private clUb concoUrses

# rows - lower bowl (@ cl)

# rows - miDDle bowl (@ cl)

# rows - UPPer bowl (at cl)

# rows - UPPer bowl (at enD zone)

SEAT COuNT

total basketball

% of seats UPPer Deck

% of seats lower bowl  
(inclUDing clUb & sUite seats)

785,000

400 x 500 (165,158 footprint)

Hockey

2

1

1

16

9

17

21,212

39%

61%

UPPer concoUrse

main concoUrse

event level

sUite level

clUb level

rose garDen arena
PORTLAND, OREgON

39
7’

-0
”

PrACTICE 
FACIlITy

30’-0” 680’-0”

N

40
0’

-0
”

500’-0”
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preliminary site plan



Design oPtions
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option 1: pros and Cons

nortHWest aerial

tHis image is illUstratiVe and sHoWs potential 
bUilding sHapes only. no exterior Color or Fin-

isHes are sHoWn. 

tHis image is illUstratiVe and sHoWs potential 
bUilding sHapes only. no exterior Color or Fin-

isHes are sHoWn. 

soUtHWest aerial

design option 1
a iconic, transparent building that maximizes open 
plaza space along First avenue, massachusetts 
and Holgate.  this option amplifies its views with 
its transparency creating a 360 view of seattle’s 
landmarks.

pros
• Highly transparent Façade provides maximum 

visual connectivity from and into the building
• public open space balanced across site and 

promotes connection from occidental to First 
avenue and Holgate

• landmark, iconic form

Cons
• less reinforcement of north-south activity cor-

ridor 
• Highly transparent façade may create challeng-

es with seattle energy Code
• programmatically less-flexible Façade
• less street Frontage activity on 1st avenue and 

Holgate
• less responsive to contextual urban fabric 
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option 2: pros and Cons

nortHWest aerial soUtHWest aerial

design option 2

a simple, efficient, cost effective building that 
maximizes function, architectural footprint and street 
frontage.  the plaza is a street level and all vertical 
movement to concourse is located on the buildings 
interior.  this option blends well with its surroundings 
and takes a reserved posture in the urban context. 

pros
• strong Visual and inspirational connections to 

downtown to the north
• programmatically Flexible Façade
• great public space at nW Corner ideal for large 

civic gatherings
• enhances the contextual urban Fabric by maxi-

mizing street frontage on 1st avenue and Hol-
gate

Cons
• Contextual façade provides less transparency 

from and into building
• public open space gathered in nW corner may 

feel less intimate on non-game days
• emphasis on contextual façade diminishes land-

mark, iconic presence 

tHis image is illUstratiVe and sHoWs potential 
bUilding sHapes only. no exterior Color or Fin-

isHes are sHoWn. 

tHis image is illUstratiVe and sHoWs potential 
bUilding sHapes only. no exterior Color or Fin-

isHes are sHoWn. 
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option 3 - preFerred: pros and Cons

nortHWest aerial soUtHWest aerial

option 3 - preFerred 
a civic expression that maximizes the footprint of the 
site to create a “front porch”  to downtown,1st avenue 
and occidental st.   the stepped plaza gradually tran-
sitions to the concourse level.  this option creates a 
balanced approach of solid and transparent massings 
to frame views of seattle’s landmarks while main-
taining a flexible facade for 1st avenue and Holgate 
st.

pros
• strong Visual and inspirational connections to 

downtown to the north
• transparency at interior public circulation is 

maximized to allow views to and from and cre-
ate way-finding by landmarks  

• programmatically Flexible Façade
• terraced entry plaza and multiple outdoor decks 

allows for different scales of activities and cre-
ate a ceremonial civic“front porch”

• design inspired by site History
• balances response to contextual urban fabric 

while providing a beacon as an iconic landmark  

Cons
• open space gathered to northwest – terraced 

design less ideal for very large gatherings
• Contemporary fenestration approach relies on 

materiality to blend with context

tHis image is illUstratiVe and sHoWs potential 
bUilding sHapes only. no exterior Color or Fin-

isHes are sHoWn. 

tHis image is illUstratiVe and sHoWs potential 
bUilding sHapes only. no exterior Color or Fin-

isHes are sHoWn. 


